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- Transcript of News Conference
By President on Money for the MX

Following is a transcript of Presidem
mcordedbyTthmYorhT\m g

NOtl .“"'

Reagan’s nuws con[e rence today,

single

Our defense policy b%
simple premise — I stated it the olhet
night — that we do not start wars, We
maintain our strength to deter ag-
gression and preserve peace.

Since the dawn of the nuclear age,
we've sought to reduce the risk of war
by maintaining a strong deterrent
and by seeking genuine arms con-

And after close bipartisan coordi-
nation with the Congress, the Scow-
croft Commission on Strategic
Forces last year reaffirmed that we
must continue the Peacekeeper pro-
gram as part of an overall strategic
modernization program that includes
ambitious arms control neg\mauons

There is no more compelling pri-
onty on my agenda, and that is why
we've been working so hard to con-
vince ths Soviet U on to jom us m a
spirit of f
achieve real and equitab o reductiom
inthe levels of nuclear arms.

that's why the United Sutes is
continuing r.o carry out its own obliga-
tions and commitments under previ-
ous agreements as wé called upon the
Soviet Union to demcns(rate equal re-
straint.

Withdrawal of Missi[el R

It's important to remember that.
since the December 1979 NATO deci.
sion on longer-r; internfediate nu-

esting two
clear forces, the United Stateshagal-©  new ICBM'’s, the MIRV’ed SSX-;
ready widrann vz 1000 uclear  and. e S$%29, and. bavo phoced hi"eé,f any dishonesty or fra
weapons from Europe, We 1 con- | underdevelopment N . ny
tilnuatvw-im{wc»cx;iepaddihtii:m;im;- .S.8.R, hsth ormp: by Olympics and R
clear weapon for each Pers| an rogramtost en thelr strategic
. President, manyobsexve

gmundrlaunch cruise missile de- - iorce We cannot afford to delay any O‘Q t{na s¢° "‘::kh" mlm e

WB and our, alljes have afso ap. | Wn.hout Peacekee r, meMx lympics to make a X
PRI Rthan B RS
tional nuclear weapons from negotiating' tal £} re- 3
Europe, In sum, the Unite PO ed States | gI‘he mg Mgm A - gerous mari, and thus apparently try |-
wiLi withdraw five timesa's many nu- ag emiza forts wiii to hmw r ol - Doy
clear weapons as are planned for de-  be curtaii‘ed Tofalter nuw wwid you. that's their motive! ve!

ployment in the ground-launch cruise - _encourage thd Soviet Union to lgnou A. 1don't m' Yméd ve t0 astl;* !
missiles and Pe; proga oux armscontmi efforts, them about But Sam, have i)

In five rounds of Start, the lfmted - ity and the cause teu or trade a ili‘tde thing wif i
States has been flexiblein exploring  of world peace. wimust support the ~ The other day, I had in my 908595! °ﬂ
all avenues. to. ach(eve verifiable bipanSsan nati program i-hﬁ! we a kind of a scholarly- ty!r 3
arms iond. U.S. position appwved — ] can't even give you the name of ic oy
was adjusted to reﬂect the Scowcroft No now — that had been giveu tp me, &

ineurporate bt proposed m\l{ual guar.

anteed build-down and to include
trade-offs between the interests and
advantages of each side.

Negotiations on mutual baia.nced
force reductions resumed M: 3
We tabled a new initiative m break
the deadlock with the Soviets over ex-
isting force Ievels And ina confer-
ence on disarmament, we're pressing
for a total ban on chemical weapons,

The Soviet Reaction

Despite all our initiatives, the
Soviet Union walked out of the inter.
mediate nuclear force talks, and has
still failed to agree to resume Lhe
Start talks.

We regret this Soviet action, and we
remain prepared to resume negotia-
tions immediately without precondi-
tions. We must not cast doubt on U 5
and allied reserve nor reward the
Soviets for their currem beiii;emnt
behavior towards arms

In the earl;

didn'z make it. The Fﬁacekee%e
wili not be defioyed in even limited
numbexsunt

owever,
OV Wo 5&17 !v S8- 13'! lﬂd

'SS°¥9 's,

rger 1] , Also,
Saviet Unjon is now flight 2

t-test

S %

missiies that are similar tuﬂgr ik
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mA. No, 1 had no oonvexsatlvn wni'i

Moneﬂo;gle ?aniea ¥

LA: y &
oi the parties that are involved is un”

e?

. A What I'm sayi
ing to discuss int

oi Lha! kind or what an agens
C.LA. may do, but I'm here t
that T am ass
u1ed to paniciialo a3 4 Gove

in any way in the elections i m
vador,

is that I'm not
ce matters
likethe

we've done this every election, But
this last group, comfleteiy ‘bipartisan-

and with some e who admittedly.
went down thera with a different idea, ;

came back and reported to me — and
you can y of then: q

that they made every effor 4
this from the sundpoint of ei(gibﬂir .
m vote right on up to the counting

they were totally enthused ang
convmced that this election was fair,
le were enthuslastically
it and that they found no

ilitary mn bé inﬂuencing
ey saw the military in pi
tion of the rlé\t the peopIe to vote. 5

* They ‘repos
cvun abou anlswtte hque t:hm’
& to” where 5
Shode s BB o, *
- They found nota

QUESTIONS ANHANSWERS
dong anyﬁu to them' ot iifted a (in-
Comments in China ge‘..a mtﬂbﬂe o
Q. Mé. President, why would you 1 think thls wa! a eompietely
1 the Soviets to come back tothe - different situation, It is true, hows
arms tatks after the wuy talked ever, that I. went throt several
about them ovér in C! ¥ou stages of th Lhen. It wasn't fust

= centive do they have, sir?.:
V?‘hat dﬁ 1 actuaily tslk ;

uve: in China? I hay n
, the remarks that we;q Sup) edltfo r
ast l'ﬁ-

ngored out or at
35 abqug themwas I

was contrast]

Tviouy ifed 1A many waysTmm b

the Chinese — but T w: W

have manythi
T pointed out that on our, owni

behal!. we. didn’t have’ any mps
massed on their border, We ﬁe nwm

st cy: We
were not invagfnlsn PO country,-} |
such as Afghanistan, oxi1 doing what

IC]

the; rednrin in Kam,
'% rhetorlc or is

t hars|
v.haueuma @ simple truth,

Relations With Sovlet L

QM. Pmident, relations between -
the U.S. and the U.S.S.R, have re: Iy
hita new low, almost cold ward
sions in the eres of some expert;

redson for this? What

ey up to?
A Well, snmetimelpl wonder whyx
we don’t ask those questions of
Why ig it that it’s almost a pa
that the United St tes is pougijbiy
doing soms 1t cal
threat of war, O; tliat wh t should we
We didn’t walk away from Lh
tabie In fact, we made some efforts
to bring them back to the table by
showing them how flexible we were
willin to b in these discussions. And .
they didn’t come back.
ith my - there were people who
said that my rhetoric wasn’t harsh
enough after they shot down a civilian
airiiner with 269 innocent people

Motive on Olympics
What s the real reason for the

WX Again, you’d have to ask '.hem
The rea: ve given are ab-
soluteiy faise. and we’ve been able to
proveit. The
not be sufficient security for their
visitors, their athletes, and so for

Ahndwawex%aui:,ieélupmramonem
the history of ympics has ever
donglgsoguch as we're doing to en-

Andrea, and then I'll come across.

The 1980 Boycott

Q. Mr. President, you have said in
'he past — in 1980 you said that you
p?oned the oott This year

snion?

Lannoun e
‘come because they don't beii
ws can offer protection to Lheu' athe-

And as I say, we haye given them
chapter and verse on what we have
done, and there had never been any-

like it. Now, in 1980, the reason
for the boycott that was given by Lhe
Lhen Administration was

was as lngry ax
?g‘;;égm‘ o‘tii‘ég mq‘wyZ;ion of At-
at the time, 1 did voice &' q
G

m

]
erf
tee;

d
* can citizens, the Olympic Com:
_the ﬁdeteqi.hemsei\;teg{ 3

ixiwhl
ui 't. we. B 'iﬁ Olymy ica
POt

. traditi
onmegggsouryi to provide peace.
ey, the host rna-

{{bei%vegn nations, t o
ﬂvl 9., €]
si?ouid Wwe not gonsidg:lg
Olyr?}fiu from that country an
tioex loring what so m

R E T
Dbly, havmg the [2 ympics fmm nt:_lw on
0
mqhaxsv’lg‘e?n m%“?a’

a
l sai it ws:nqt much o

ig(e;éeqmg Wigh spvlet :

fs‘u‘i‘:‘*"‘i&

hnai decision, your final .
l , was, that you

Now Jessa -

mhérs va said

gwu gcintervene.
try t intercede wirh the
Government position has been that

dated April 1980.

didn i

meplace elsg. And fmm K

The New YorkTias/Pusi Hosetros |
LENDING A HAND: As Olympic flame made its (o past White House, Curt Thomas, the gymnast, tried to
light torch for Charlotte Pearson, the next runner. Unfortunately, her torch wouldn't light, With help from
President Reagan, who held on to the flaming torch, Mr. Thomas tried, unsuccessfully, to fix the malfunc-
tlonlna ope. Instead,

the wnrking loreh was passed on lndibe flame continued onits journey to Los Angeles, *
e

A::tii: the plane, g‘\;le in China, {
S‘ove it to Gem?e because fe ex
beinterested It
-~ ond of those where re a whv:“ &

Andxgaveinohimbemuseoneoi zmgtomeeﬂnth
et- cqn Q, 1f they are tr

lhe essays was on -Ameri

¥ oins -And there sn;kbeen
 adjectiya used or a word

regard to our relations now that I did

tions were at the lowest ebb

" ever been, they were frozen t

the President, the then-Pres] [dent of
the United States, dccording to the
essay, was to biama for this ternbio
relationship.

What have y:e dons to Lho vaiets

it you

Issue and Debate

MX Missﬂe

Vum

A ] don't know how to access that. I
not see in that article where thhs r;ial- dan'c know. It might.

Q Mr President, could

Bo: ard is responsible for the rise in in-
terest rates and what sort of policies

Faces Another Big Test i

compara with any of the Lhe Fed shouidbeioiiowing?
8ot to answer that one,

l.arry, and Lhat s it then 1 wag going

‘the Fed, we must recognize

t we do have inflation under
control. What we want from the Fed
is for the — we want the money sy
ply to be increased at a range that is
commensurate with the increase in
the growth in the economy and that
will thus maks possible the continued

the economy without a re-

turn to inﬂation So therefore we want

no great big upsurges, nor do we want

string-tightening down to the

pomt that there is not enough money
supply in the economy.

to influence
would

election, do you it

Secre!ary Regal
T gan’

Interest Rates

tell us

hink the Federal Reserve

lower line, and they t.
crease within those linés.

¢

in Congres

“ Now, I have to say also in behalf o(
the:

tools are not all that accurate th?(.w

as ti;? can in trying to keep this pro-"

them get so powerfui thatthey to waik out but you've just asked a  they Rave to work with. It is possiblg |
ca.n impose nuclear blackmai] on us.  touch you've J for there to be for limited uprh‘ses an,
©'And that we are willing to meét them  The question on the Fed is, 1 think inadvertent upsurge or an !nadverl
inarms reductions to po{m of total  that one of the reasans for the Interest  ent decline that the Fed doesn't have
disarmament, if the'y be will-. rates ig still a lack of confidence out  &nything to do with. They do s as Well s

‘{ereyou backing oft of the cm!—

g ta oy nk that thft was wham
ecre ry egan was also trying tas
say. There was a downsurge recently.
And that slump could have been, what “
I say, inadvertent, But as far as we.»
know, they are within the two bracks,
ets, They have an upper line and a -
to keep the lnp -
i

i
.

“3
i

Contin  From Page1 n the ing chip” claim made  gressional leadershi
+ shehen a kmd of sheli game in Wthh !or the wea by the Administra- g%pmspects ofa ca?:cﬁigaaifoéoofml%}

pon Corigrésy to resist weapons sys« hundreds of missiles would be moved  tion. Last November the House re- MX seriously. Morevver. all the,

i i oy b 02002 Sl et o sl e T
sin of  similar to the
The Backgrourd Nevada and Utah. The projected cost  measure, tosily through diecrions  4g5ime: the i " 2 o
; Question3 abm‘i‘t ;be MX hay ln l waBsua!til}:mR?ggan o ected this plan by SggtigemMrDeglocrats who were (0’&3;( sign of nervousness on the pa{t
myriad factions, cud swayed by eagan's arms con-  of roponents came I

mese&ﬂar; establishment. itsel in October 1981, Since then, througha  trol urguments for ihg missile. oteontating 1 st e

vl the pmject in the

ea: after lhe ﬁxst
ﬁnadmn of nnciear missilés

it'snota

mblem Tt sh uldbeiwmd!edb the
p c'Co:imittee, Would you y

si ler. uiking ome action to inter-

vene?

A 1don't thinkthereu
that I could takudti‘;a Y‘M"S

naturally, I o an;
thought it could have a result, and l
have encouraged citizens' groups and
our people to do this. It is not a gov-
ernment relation problem.

z Salvadoran Election - ..

%. Mr. President, to switch the sub-
ject for a moment, Senator Helms has
sald that the United States bought the
election in El Salvador. Could you tell
us, please, exactly what was the
financial involvepent of the C.IA.
and other Government agencies?

T don’t think that thera was any
attemm by any agency of the United
States Government to participateina
pamsan fashion in that election.

as been been wenly. not co-

vertly, aid given to labor unions, to
trade associations wit the ve
framework of the £mg.mm that i an-
nounced beford the ijsh Parlia-

ment a couple of years agq And that
is the idea of trying to eip dem
racy by stren gthening those
tions u;i\:g that iead to-
* 'ward democracy. as free labor
unions forth.

And wa

hel, linan tha

ow, it's possibis that some of
+ those groups then, just as our own do,
decide to take a partisan stand in sup-
port of someone in an election. But
that had nothing to do with the hei‘?-
ing to fund those organizations, nor
wae intervene wn.h wha Lhey may

. want
tielave K"“ tulked ‘fg Senator,

action

§ad imvadpd, openi{%i;‘nuf'aded
adn ¢
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series of Presidential study commis-
sions and Congressional

rowly authorizing

and development, the MX has sur-

vived to its present incarnation. The

when Representative Les Aspin,

opponents say, it is obvious
lhat Lbe provides no leverage in
arms control talks. Rather than con-
vincing Soviet leaders that they must

votes nar-

funds for research Reagan

the missile last year, announced.
planto pteserve its funding.

Wisconsin Democrat who heiped Mi‘
forge 3 compromise to save *

ia.

nié{

“ Minuteman 3 by the military became negotiate a reduction in nuclear Congress should approve mone; f
+"; active in North Dakota, the Stmeg;c tl;residem would like to place 100 of weapons, opponents say, the MX has 15 mxs%fieu Mr. Aspgap said, but hoyldor,
¥ Afr Command proi'erred plans for a e missiles in old Minuteman silos shown that the President has no real  for six months into the new ﬁscaiyegh
# new intercontinental missile. From a near Warren Au Force Base in Wyo- mterestm arms control. toseeif the Soviet Union would rets returmq,
* purely technical pexspecuvg at y_hag f;nns. The is $22 e opponents have also tried to  tothe negotiating table. If they did remi’
i time, it was unclear why the Air lom, acco o Air Force estl- use the potent and bipartisan desire turn, the funds would be hel for ai-
Force sought a missile that was more ~ ™ates. to reduce the Federal deficit as &ait other” six momhs to assess the
accurate and abie to cau'ry many  For the MX of their campaign against the , progress of the talks, ll not, produc..
the Minuteman3, he Building the system will absorb tens ; tion would proceed. But the Adminis."
Inananicie ;{xbushed by Air Force R ¢ @ news conference today, Mr. - of billions of dollars, they say, at a tration did not seem enthus:astic
agaz 3, Otta J. an addressed the MX issue di- time when the Defense rtment . about Lhe Aspin proj
Giasser. t.hen the Air Force Deput) U S ly. “We must not cast doubt on uid make beter use of its funds by As has often been ‘the case when the4
Chief of Staff for reseaxch and devel us or e;.iiied resolve nor reward the purchasing conventional arms or President faces a tough legislativa'.
opment, said: "Everythmg that can  SOH ets for their current belligerent strate%eweapom thatareless costly  battle, he took his case before thén
be reasonably extrapolated from avior tow: arms control,” he rable, such as submarines. television cameras today, reiterati;

present Soviet capabilities confirms
that no matter how we set tbe sce-
nario, a sufficient number of Minute-
man missiles can be expected to sur-
vive to carry. out the system’s as-

igned assured-destruction role.’”

_ said. “Without Peacekeeper, the MX,
the incentive for the Soviets to return
}? gg negouatmg table is greatly re-

Hxs statement put in a nutshell the

Since Congress approved Mr. Rea-
gan's plan to base MX missiles in ad-
mittedly vulnerable Minuteman silos,
the system’s opponents have not both-
ered much with technical points. But
a recent study by the General Ac-

his perception of the Soviet threat

arms negotiations,

argument today in favor of aver the weekend that he wa

‘The Speaker of the House, ThomAs
P, O'Neill Jr. of Massachusens, said

the necessity to press them to rejoﬁi

i

me the beginning, the MX, for the : that Soviet conduct over the  counting Office noted a number of dent that we will put the bral o
missile experimental, was ended - last year means the MX ig as neces. problems with the missile that could  this accelerat npi:zlear armls(e:ag‘
to be a mobile ‘missile unlike _the SAry a bargaining chip as ever. If undercut its performance. The study by the end of this week.” But Mn+
Minuteman, in the h?e that Soviet Congress failed {0 approve the MX  also found that the decision to put the ~ O'Neill was also confident before thé
military leaders woul procurement this year, advocates MX in W) oming and Nebraska, in- last big MX test in November, ‘wher 2
actly where to aim if Lhe'y wanted to  Say, there would be no incentive for stead of it farther south as. he iosti E

destroy it with their own nuclear mis~
sues Until the mid-1970's,

@ Soviet Union {0 resume negotia.
tions on limitmg strategic arms. The
in

yavote of 217 t0 208,
originally intended, came after alter- House
ations o the missile’s warhead

e does strike down the
Mx. it wﬂi still face hard bargaining -

et in-
tercontinental ballistic missiles pos. - {ALKS Geneva, were sus- - drastically decreased its range. in a House-Senate committee confers =
sessed little of the technical fnoP stl- pended last December when Soviet The Outlook ence later this year, with the likelh
cation required for such a ssiom negotiators walked out in protest utloo hood of at least partial approval of the
But by about 1977 had acquired against the American deployment of By last February, House opponenu Administration’s original reque:

h warhead& for multiple independ- ed-um»mnge missiles in Western of 'ig:t Mxhbegan Wghbelievs that they ~ The program has shown remar ble”2
ently large(a l@ re-entry vehicles, or mij ther enough votes to cancel  survivability in Washington for m:
MIRV’s, and sumcienu;yaccuracy\ to W}nle squabbles about such techni- v.he p ect in military budget debates  years. It WO{lld bea ml?or, if nota\:z.y
begin theo: to ten ; €al factors as the basing mode, ac- . this month. That the missile was in Dprecedented event in the history of
American iandbased mtemxmtmen,- curacyandwaxhead size \eiarge]y political d.fﬂculty also became clear 'weapons development sinice World:"

tal missiles.
ighout the 70's, the Aix‘ Fo
studfed more than 30 “basins modes’!
for the new missile. Most of
such as trucking the missiles on inter
state highways or submerging them
in man-made lakes, wére reject:

bate Mr Reaﬁlanand his supporters
still mamtam
big gap ity ¢
threaten Swiet ICBM silos. At i:us
news conference, the President men-
tioned Soviet SS-18 and SS- 19 mis-
siles, as well as new

peared from the national dé- to the President in March, when his
. Commission on S(raiegic Forces

issued a report saying the MX *‘faces
in Cor

at the MX wﬂi ciose a

bul
i abilit; fent i

War 11 if the MX missile should die«
now after more than a decade of tur-"3
s

ess’” Pey

and called for "wgvruus Administra-
tion efforts” to save the program.
Opponents, ied by Mr. Bennett, Mr.

The car

sal {0 keep the MX continually ”

Sirborne in Special plancy recelvey ICBM'S presumed to be under Gevey, Jamoules Downey, Derpeseiative (1]1)
high-level support more than once, ©PMment. The MX will improve Ameri- folk, lobbied hard throughout the late
but was cast aside, mostly because of .| €33 nuclear deterrent force, propo- gmter and earl spring to bring a
cost. In all the considerations, arms = Rents say, i3 et land- Fnired voting 000
control negotiations with the ‘Soviet based missiles in a way not possibie records on Lhe Mx firmly into the op- .
Union played a, ,mpomm a mle as wnh strategic bombers or subma- position fold. may be ksfed today
iechm ogy in designing the w oo A the Federal deﬁmt heated up as in the Automobile

F Agamst the MX - apolitical issue and the prospect for . Exchangeof  «

Fmally. in September 19"9. Presi. il negotiations of any kind with the The New York Times:

denl Carter ~ authorized , full-scale_ Opponents have focused thif year Sovm Union grew colder, the Con- Sea the Sports pages
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